
Telephone: (350) 20047592 (centrex 2624); Fax: (350) 20047579 (centrex 1989);                                                                   

E-mail: minculture@gibtelecom.net 

 

 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 

 
No. 302/2012 

 
Date: 17th May 2012 
 
 

Minister Linares visits Little Constellation in Genoa 

 
The Minister for Culture, the Hon Steven Linares MP, recently visited Genoa in Italy, 
accompanied by Yvette Zarb Bensusan, Chief Culture Officer and Gino Sanguinetti, 
President of the Fine Arts Association. 
 
The delegation was in Genoa at the invitation of Little Constellation, an art 
organisation focused on contemporary art. 
 
The reason for the visit was to see Little Constellation's current exhibition and to 
attend the closing workshops, as well as to hold meetings with the organisation’s 
officials and Andrea Ranieri, Councillor for Culture in Genoa and the Liguria region of 
Italy. 
 
Little Constellation started off as a project of research.  It was the brain child of Rita 
Canarezza and Pier Paolo Coro, curator and artist from San Marino. It currently 
includes more than 40 artists and institutions from 14 countries. 
 
As a result of the visit, Gibraltar is now a full participating member of Little 
Constellation. Workshops on the project, given by the organisation's curators, will be 
held in Gibraltar later on this year. This will give Gibraltar artists the opportunity of 
discussing their views and ideas with the organisation.  
 
The workshops will be sponsored by the Bonita Trust, who are always prepared to 
support new artistic and educational projects, from their inception. 
 
The possibility of holding a forthcoming Little Constellation exhibition in Gibraltar is 
also being investigated. 
 
This is an exciting development in Gibraltar's art world that will open many doors and 
facilitate networking for our many local talented artists. 
 
Little Constellation 

 

How is the practice of making art experienced today in certain geo-cultural micro-
areas and small states of Europe? 
 
Little Constellation began in 2004 as a research project focused on contemporary art, 
but not with the attempt to answer this question by finding a label that could be 
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attached to small states, or to provide a full, systematic picture of the art that can be 
found today in Cyprus, Malta, Iceland, Luxembourg, Liechtenstein, Monaco, 
Montenegro, Andorra, San Marino and in other significant cultural micro-areas such 
as Canton Ticino, Ceuta or Kaliningrad. Instead the project has developed and taken 
shape - through the story of many different relationships, ideas, experiences, via the 
diffusion of information, placed in a continuous current that generates possibilities for 
interaction, and as a device shared by artists, curators, institutional representatives 
from art museums, centres and research collectives, to stimulate proposals and the 
development of a platform of knowledge focused on contemporary artistic practice in 
these countries, within the sphere of the international debate. 
 
The main steps in this journey, from 2004 to the present, through texts, images, 
video interviews, meetings, workshops, a website and exhibitions, have brought 
together, for the first time, the theoretic and critical contributions that have come out 
of the contact between the works, ideas and evolving thoughts of the people who 
encountered each other along the way. 
 
On Saturday 28 and Sunday 29 April 2012, on the occasion of the end of the 
exhibition The Land seen from the Sea, at the Museo d'Arte Contemporaneo di Villa 
Croce in Genoa, the workshops were held, supported by the Secretary of State for 
Education and Culture - Social and Cultural Activities Office of San Marino and the 
Ministry of Culture of Montenegro. 
 
The workshops, curated by the art historian Alessandro Castiglioni, were opened by 
the lecture “A Dialogue with Montenegro”, on the Balkan identity, by Svetlana 
Racanovic, an independent curator who was former co-commissioner and co-curator 
of the Pavilion of Montenegro at the last Venice Biennale of Art. 
 
Taking part in the workshop were young artists from San Marino, Iceland, 
Liechtenstein, Italy and Canton Ticino, who through participation in the more 
concrete phase, are developing different projects related to the idea of travel as a 
metaphorical instrument of knowledge and experience, of travel as a rite, and of the 
deculturalising of tourist and globalized travel. 
 
A visible trace (digital books, photographs, videos) of the path taken by the young 
artists will be available on a website specifically set up inside the network of Little 
Constellation (www.littleconstellation.org). 
 
Little Constellation’s next appointment is at the World Event of Young Artists 
(WEYA2012), to be held in Nottingham from 7 to 15 September 2012. It will then 
travel to Ancona, at the 16th XVI Biennale del Mediterraneo in 2013. 
 
For more information about the network of Little Constellation: 
 
http://www.littleconstellation.org  
www.littleconstellation.org 
http://aestheticoftravel.tumblr.com/ 
http://www.e-flux.com/announcements/the-land-seen-from-the-sea/ 
www.e-flux.com/announcements/the-land-seen-from-the-sea/ 
www.mudam.lu/fr/agenda/details/event/little-constellation/ 
www.moussepublishing.com/printed/LittleConstellation/littleconstellation.php 
www.mottodistribution.com/site/?p=5977 
www.undo.net/it/videofocus/1269166003 
www.e-flux.com/shows/view/7832 
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www.e-flux.com/shows/view/2395 
www.maltacontemporaryart.com 
www.culturalpolicies.net/web/sanmarino.php?aid=244 
https://shop.gestalten.com/index.php/catalog/product/view/id/683 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


